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RAMAPO KENNEL CLUB GROWL

From the EDITOR:

WHAT A YEAR IT HAS BEEN!

It’s amazing how time flies. I'm sure many of you say the same thing. There were so many
great things that have happen over this past year as well as several sad things with our Kennel
Club.

I personally have learned a great deal and had so much fun this past year with the help of my
many new friends in the Club. That is so exciting for me personally, I hope you all have had the
same expenence, But, [ am sorry to say we have lost some members and some special friends in
the canine world as well. [ am very saddened by this for first the families, but then the club and
canine world, I regret that I never had the opportunity to know those members and people well
and I am sure I missed out on getting to know a special person. I know they had so much to
share and so much experience that I could have learned a great deal more from them.

This club is a very special club. There is just so much that individuals, such as myself, can leamn
about the canine world. T hope over the coming year [ have that opportunity to spend more time
with each and every one of you and learn from every one of you, Then, maybe someday, [ can
share that knowledge with people as you have,

So, this 15 a special thank you to everyone who has helped, is helping, or plans to help this club
as well as the canine world. It takes a special person, and I think the world of those people.

Jeffrey D. Ball
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HEALTH ISSUEs

Dealing with Separation
Anxiety

No dog likes being separated from
loved ones. But for some dogs the
anxiety of being left alone becomes so
severe they panic whenever someone
leaves, arrives, or even moves toward
the door. It's a serious problem, but
it's treatable.

Tell-tail signs

There are a number of warning signs
that signal your dog may be suffering
from Separation Anxiety. A short time
after you leave your home, he may
begin to:

« Howl, cry, or bark excessively
for long periods of time

» Chew or scratch furniture,
doors, or walls

« Break through window screens
= Do his "business” in the house
« Tear pillows or cushions apart

« Dump garbage cans and track
garbage everywhere

When you're at home, he may:

« Become frantic when he senses
that you're leaving the house

» Seem frenzied when you come
back home

« Follow you through the house
+« Need to be near you at night

= Mot want to be alone in the
backyard

What's behind it?

It's not fully understood why some
dogs have Separation Anxiety and
others don't. The condition may have
something to with a dog's "pack
mentality" and the need to be with
others. What is sure is that dogs that
are separated from their mums too
early are more likely to develop
extreme anxiety and fear when left
home alone.

Regardless of the cause, it's critical to
understand that your dog is not
"punishing you" when he acts out and
tears the house apart. He's simply
panicked because he has no idea if,
and when, you're coming back.

Diagnosing Separation Anxiety can be
tricky because nearly all of the
behaviors linked with it can be caused
by something else. So consult with
your vet.

De-stress, not distress
If your dog has a minor anxiety, try




























